A Newsletter

Clean Slate

From RTO-ERO District 9
Huron-Perth
http://district9.rto-ero.org
2018 Spring Edi:on

Coming Events
For your calendar:
Tea and Talk, Wed. April 4, 10:00 am,
Tim Horton’s Fes:val Mall Plaza,
Hwy 8E, StraDord.
Spring General Mee1ng & Luncheon,
Wed. May 2, 9:45 am,
Mitchell Golf & CC. See page 4.
Don’t miss the Piano Stylings by John
McDowell.
Tea and Talk, Wed. May 2,
brieﬂy following our SGM,
Mitchell Golf & CC.
Theatre “CRUISIN’ CLASSICS”
Friday, July 6th at 2:00 pm,
Huron Country Playhouse, Grand Bend.
See page 8.
Bus Tour to Branson, Missouri
November 14 to 20, 2018.
See inside on page 10 and 11.
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A Message From Your President
As I type out this message, to be included in
the Spring issue of our “Clean Slate”, it is not
only Valen:ne’s Day, but also Ash Wednesday,
the start of Lent. The sun is shining, and the
temperature is beginning to climb up over
zero! This past winter has been one of record
lows, and piles and piles of snow, resul:ng in
closed highways, school closings and miserable
:mes cleaning snow oﬀ the car!
I have spent a few days in the hospital this
past winter, recovering from pneumonia, but
have managed to keep up-to-date on the
happenings in our District.
Our local RTO-ERO District 9 unit has organized a special experience
for our members that should be of a very good interest to all. It is called
"Proﬁles 2018". You will ﬁnd the details about it on the next page of this
issue of Clean Slate.
Our Commiiee for Leisure and Recrea:on chair, Clare French, has
organized several short “excursions” in the area, so that you can spend a
day visi:ng interes:ng venues, and enjoy some comradeship with your
fellow teachers. His list of these events appears in this issue of Clean
Slate on pages 9, 10, and 11.
I have made arrangements for another “Theatre Event” that will take
place on July 6th at the Huron Country Playhouse in Grand Bend.
“CRUISIN’ CLASSICS” is a wonderful music-ﬁlled show that I’m sure
many of you would enjoy. You will see a tear-oﬀ sheet in this issue,
which you can send in to book your special seat for this produc:on.
Seats are only $42 per person.
Con:nued on page 2

Look on the following page of this
issue of Clean Slate to see what our
local RTO-ERO District 9 has organized.
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Another item that has been introduced by Jane, as the representa:ve on our Poli:cal Ac:on Commiiee, is the
monthly Tea and Talk mee:ngs she has been organizing. These informal get-togethers, will allow interested
members of RTO to discuss some of the Government ini:a:ves, and give them the opportunity to make the various
candidates in our up-coming elec:on aware of our concerns. See the two scheduled dates she has posted in the
Coming Events sec:on on page 1 in this issue.
Keep in mind that our Spring General mee:ng will take place, once again, at the Mitchell Golf Club on
Wednesday, May 2nd. Our guest speaker will be none other than the President of RTO/ERO, Martha Foster! Check in
this Clean Slate issue for the sign-up sheet.
By the way, all the work of gathering informa:on and edi:ng it for the Clean Slate is done by Marcel St-Arneault.
We hope you appreciate all the eﬀort that goes into a publica:on like this!
There are other meaningful tasks taken on by members of our Board, and we thank them for their eﬀorts. We do
need addi:onal people who are willing to take on some of the tasks in our district. Please consider becoming
involved as an ac:ve and commiied member of our beloved RTO District 9, Huron-Perth. That’s the only way to
ensure our future.
Sincerely,
President Doug Bundy
President of RTO-ERO District 9

“Proﬁles 2018”
You are no doubt aware that this year, 2018, our Re:red
Teachers’ Organiza:on will be celebra:ng ﬁny years, since
being formed.
To celebrate this event, our district, under the leadership of our Vice-President, Jane MacKenzie, has taken on the
task of contac:ng about a half-dozen re:rees in our area, and recording some of the stories about their early years as
a teacher. We have hired a young videographer, who will do the recording, and produce a recorded disc of all the
interviews, and we have asked various members of our District Board to be the interviewers.
The project called “Proﬁles 2018” is our 50th anniversary ini:a:ve, and will produce a DVD which will be made
available to members, along with a wriien version that might be included in one of the issues of Renaissance. We
will also eventually produce a video, which will appear on our District Web-page that can be viewed at any :me.
(hip://district9.rto-ero.org)
Jane MacKenzie men:oned: “Proﬁles 2018 is designed to carry forward into future years as archival material. Its
focus is Inten:onal Living aner your career, and it involves interviews of ac:ve local RTO members who have followed
their passions into re:rement and taken up community involvement, wriien their ﬁrst book about their experiences,
aged posi:vely with stories to tell about their re:rement years, or reﬂec:ons on their early teaching experiences.
Whatever their story is, we value it and not only want to hear it, but want to share it and archive it for future
genera:ons. We believe that these stories will not only inform and entertain, but also encourage, validate, and
inspire others to live with purpose and value their signiﬁcance to each other, their families and their communi:es.”
Doug Bundy
President of RTO-ERO District 9
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Tea & Talk Mee1ng
Poli1cal Ac1on CommiMee
District 9, RTO/ERO
Feb 7, 2018
(Held at “Kate’s Sta1on”, Clinton On.)
AMendance - Doug Bundy and Jane MacKenzie
Item to Discuss - Since there were only two of us present, we decided to look at what ques:ons one might ask the
various poli:cal candidates prior to the up-coming elec:on.
Who will be the candidates in the Huron-Perth area that we might speak to? What ridings will be involved, since they
diﬀer from “County set-up”? We decided to list the ques:ons that might be asked of these candidates:
1.

Pensions Beneﬁts Standards Act (Bill C 27): Our Re:red Teachers Organiza:on disagrees with this act, for
several reasons.
Ques1on: When and how will your party support a “Deﬁned Beneﬁt Plan” that will give re:rees more
security?

2.

Long term Care Homes Act (Bill 33): We support this bill.
Ques1ons: a) We need more Personnel Support Workers (PSW’s). These are currently underfunded. Will
your party work to increase these funds?
b) Long wait-lists and minimal Care are aﬀec:ng our seniors. We encourage your party to
accelerate the passing of this bill.

3.

Elder Abuse issue:
Ques1ons: a) What is being done locally by our government to help increase staﬀ, and properly train staﬀ in
Seniors Facili:es to deal with Mentally challenged seniors and pa:ents in these Senior Residences?
b) Any situa:on that limits the rights and freedoms of older adults, is a form of “Elder Abuse”.
What is being done to improve this?

4.

Water Issue:
Ques1ons: a) What is your government willing to do to combat contamina:on of our water supplies and
lake?
b) What changes are needed to create a water policy that is eﬀec:ve, enforced and properly
funded?

5.

Pharma-Care: Canada is the only Major Country in the world with a Universal Health Care Plan that does
NOT provide Universal Drug Coverage!
Ques1on: Our Federal Government already provides prescrip:ve drugs to First Na:ons, Veterans, the
Military, Refugees & Prisoners. How would you see the government's role evolving in implemen:ng
universal drug coverage for the remainder of Canadians?

The mee:ng concluded aner an hour, with a plan to hold another mee:ng later in the Spring.
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RTO Spring General Meeting & Luncheon
with Provincial President Martha Foster
Keep me on
your fridge &
check
when
mailed!

Wednesday, May 2, 2018

***Registration Deadline: Mon. April 16, 2018***
Mitchell Golf & Country Club
81 Francis Street West, Mitchell

Agenda
09:45 Registration and Coffee/Tea/Juice
10:15 Business Meeting
11:45 Guest Speaker: Martha Foster, Provincial President of RTO,

“RTO’s Future - Where Do We Go from Here?”

12:15 Luncheon Menu: slow-roasted hip of beef, mashed potatoes, gravy,
cauliflower & broccoli and Caesar salads; 50th anniversary cake & pies
for dessert.

Great entertainment: the “Piano Stylings” by John McDowell.
He will be playing beautiful dining music throughout the meal and dessert.
Cost per person = $18.00

Please plan to attend!
-——-——————————————————————————————————————————
Spring General Meeting & Luncheon, May 2, 2018
Please complete, detach, and return with cheque payable to
“District 9 RTO/ERO”
to Marty Bond,
33833 Fullerview Circle, R.R.2, Goderich, ON N7A 3X8
by Monday, April 16, 2018, please.
Name(s): _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Guest:

____________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________ Email: ____________________________
Number of lunches: _____ @ $18 each = $ _______________
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Health Report
This will be my last ar:cle as your Health Rep. I’ve been serving this organiza:on for the past 10 years and it’s :me
for me to move on. I have thoroughly enjoyed my posi:on as Health Rep and I have worked with some very
dedicated, hardworking and conscien:ous RTO/ERO members that have kept District 9 as a viable organiza:on. Many
thanks to all of you.
Annie Dozois has graciously volunteered to replace me; she is a very capable person and I know she will do a
fantas:c job. Annie will aiend the District Health Reps Workshop scheduled for June 3 - 4, 2018 in Toronto.
Medical Waiver for Common-law Spouses
RTO/ERO is holding a medical waiver period for common-law spouses of insurance
plan par:cipants from Jan. 1 to April 30, 2018. Previously, common-law spouses
were not able to enrol in RTO/ERO’s Group Insurance Plans without a medical,
unless they had exis:ng group insurance. During this medical waiver period, your
common-law spouse may enrol, without a medical, in the same insurance plans that
you are currently insured under. Please note, a common-law spouse is deﬁned as a
person (including same sex partner) who, although not legally married to you, has
co-habited with you in a conjugal rela:onship for 12 consecu:ve months.
McMaster Cancer Preven1on Study!
Are you 40 years old or older?
If you are interested in learning more about evidence-based strategies to
reduce your risk of cancer, join the McMaster Cancer preven:on study. The
McMaster University’s Op:mal Aging Portal is a website dedicated to
increasing public access to the best available scien:ﬁc evidence about healthy
aging and common health condi:ons. Researchers at McMaster University are
conduc:ng the McMaster Cancer Preven:on study to determine whether
accessing high-quality informa:on delivered through the McMaster Op:mal
Aging Portal helps adults to improve what they know and do to reduce their
risk of cancer. Interested applicants please visit:
maccancer.healthevidence.org.
Did you know?
The FreeStyle Libre system to measure glucose levels that has been
adver:sed on television lately is covered by the RTO/ERO Extended
Health Plan. This system provides people with diabetes 3 key pieces of
data with each scan: a real-:me glucose result, an 8-hour historical
trend and a trend arrow showing the direc:on their glucose is going.
The touch screen reader holds up to 90 days of data which allows people
to track their levels over :me.
Con:nued on page 6
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Travel Insurance Scenario
Ques:on:
I booked my trip in August 2017 for travel in December 2017. In
October 2017, I was admiied to hospital for emergency kidney
surgery. Would I have coverage for any problems rela:ng to my
surgery while on my trip? Would I need to cancel my trip?
Answer:
While travelling, you would not have coverage for any medical
emergency rela:ng to your surgery as it took place within 90 days
prior to your departure date. You would however, have coverage
for any medical emergency that was unrelated to your kidney
surgery. If you chose to cancel this trip, your eligible expenses
would be reimbursed to a maximum of $6000 per person, under
the Trip Cancella:on beneﬁt, so long as your condi:on was stable
in the 90 days prior to the date the trip was booked.
Lorie Bissonneie and Troy Whetstone from the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, recently reported to the Health
Services and Insurance Commiiee that the oldest pensioner is 110.79, the average age of re:rement is 58 and the
average current age of those receiving pensions is 71.7 years. Of the pensioners who carry beneﬁt deduc:ons
through their monthly pension, 76% are with RTO/ERO and 24% with RTIP. Also, only 48% of pensioners carry
beneﬁts deduc:ons through pension deduc:on. Deduc:on through the bank is becoming more common with recent
OTPP members and of course with non-teaching members. Currently, RTO/ERO have over 96,000 members and
dependents enrolled in the Group Insurance Plan.
What’s New in Our Health Beneﬁts Plan for 2018?
If you’re an RTO/ERO member who has not signed up for our fabulous
health beneﬁts plan, here’s how we’ve improved it this year.
Extended Health Care Plan
Prescrip:on drug beneﬁt maximum will increase to $3400 per insured
person per calendar year.
Paramedical prac::oners beneﬁt will cover social workers and psychotherapists. These prac::oners will no longer
be required to work under the supervision of a registered psychologist in order to be eligible for reimbursement.
Diagnos:c services beneﬁt will allow all diagnos:c
laboratory tests (including screening tests) permixng a
wider array of medical doctor prescribed diagnos:c
laboratory tests. These tests will be reimbursed at 80%,
subject to a maximum of $250 per insured person per
calendar year. The test must be on a lab invoice. The
exclusion outlined on page 20 of the 2017-2019 Insurance
Plans Booklet, “Scans, such as, but not limited to, MRI, PET,
or gene:c tes:ng, as well as any x-ray or laboratory test that
would be standardly covered by GHIP”, will s:ll apply.
Con:nued on page 7
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Dental Plan
Reimbursement will be updated to the 2018 Fee Guide for General Prac::oners.
The monthly premium rates for the Extended Health Care Plan will increase by 5.25%. The
monthly premium rates for the Dental Plan will increase by 2%. The monthly premium
rates for the Semi-Private Hospital and Convalescent Care Plan will be maintained for
2018.
Premium rate changes will be eﬀec:ve Jan. 1, 2018. As your premiums are deducted from
your pension/bank account in the month prior to your coverage month, your December 2017 deduc:on will reﬂect
the new premiums.
Joe Jankowski
District Health Rep

Re1rement Planning Workshop
The Pension and Re:rement Commiiee is once again
hos:ng a Re:rement Planning Workshop this year. This
workshop is held every two years in District 9, HuronPerth. In conjunc:on with Provincial Oﬃce, it is
organized by Annie Dozois, Commiiee Chair, Dixie Lee
Arbuckle, Membership Commiiee Chair, and Marty
Bond, Treasurer. The workshop will be held on Tuesday, May 22nd, from 4:30 p.m. un:l 7:30 p.m. at the Mitchell Golf
and Country Club, with refreshments upon arrival and supper provided. An adver:sing ﬂyer, designed by Provincial
oﬃce has been posted on the RTO website and the ﬂyers have been couriered to all elementary and secondary
schools in Huron and Perth. The ﬂyer and a leier of explana:on along with a one-page “Who We Are” were also
mailed to 10 private, independent and post-secondary ins:tu:ons. In total 70 packages were put together.
Registra:on is on-line to Provincial oﬃce. There is no cost for the workshop. Each workshop par:cipant will receive a
re:rement planning workbook and materials, supper, a $10 Shoppers Drug Mart Card, and a chance to win an IPad.
As re:red educa:onal workers we realize the value of planning for re:rement. Therefore, if you know of an ac:ve
educa:onal worker who may beneﬁt from this workshop, please, pass this informa:on on to them, and let them
know that the ﬂyers and informa:on are in their schools and also on the RTO website.
Annie Dozois
Pension & Re:rement Concerns Commiiee Chair
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This year’s Theatre event:
Keep me on
your fridge &
check
when
mailed!

“CRUISIN’ CLASSICS”
Friday, July 6th, 2018 at 2 PM
***Registra:on Deadline is June 5, 2018***
at the Huron Country Playhouse in Grand Bend

Your Commiiee for Leisure & Recrea:on has chosen the Drayton Entertainment produc:on of “CRUISIN’
CLASSICS” at the Huron Country Playhouse, Grand Bend, FRIDAY, JULY 6TH at 2 PM.
Grab your poodle skirt, pull on your bobby socks and get ready for fun with a “Rock ‘n’ Roll” Musical celebra>on
featuring classic hits of the Baby Boomer era! A hit parade of tunes from the 50’s and 60’s are on the menu: “Rock
Around the Clock”, “You Send Me”, “It’s My Party”, “In the S>ll of the Night” and many more!
Tickets for the best seats are $42 pp, and can be ordered using the tear-oﬀ sheet below, or order them at the
General mee:ng in May. Your :ckets will be available for you to pick up, 30 minutes before the show, out front at one
of the tables. Look for me in my Tilley hat.
You can also contact Doug Bundy at dougnmillie@hurontel.on.ca for more informa:on.
We won’t be oﬀering a dinner deal following the show, but you are welcome to make your own arrangements at
one of the many ea:ng establishments in and around Grand Bend. Go to www.DraytonEntertainment.com, click on
Huron Country Playhouse and scroll down to the Ea:ng Establishments you will ﬁnd there. The Dark Horse Winery,
next door to the theatre is also available for a buﬀet lunch & wine, (at a price) if you want to make your own
arrangements for this.

**********************************************************************************
I plan to aiend the RTO/ERO Theatre Produc:on of
“CRUISIN’ CLASSICS”
At the Huron Country Playhouse in Grand Bend
On FRIDAY, July 6TH at 2 PM
NAME : ____________________________________________Phone ______________________
No of :ckets (@ $42) _______ = $ _______ Cheque is enclosed. NOTE: Deadline is June 5th!
Make cheques payable to RTO/ERO District 9 & put “Theatre Tickets” on the Memo line.
Mail to: Doug Bundy, 35 St. David Street, Apt 203, Goderich ON, N7A 1L4
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2018 Local Socials
Once again, RTO District 9 is oﬀering some airac:ve day trips for our members who like to keep busy and
involved. These ou:ngs are presented by the Commiiee for Leisure and Recrea:on on your District Execu:ve Board,
and are intended for members of our district and their non-RTO friends. As usual, a rebate of $5 per member is
oﬀered to each District par:cipant.
If you wish to par:cipate in any (or all) Local Socials, please register by phoning or emailing Clare French. (See
District Directory on P. 14 for his contact informa:on.) Since we aim to feed the body as well as the mind, we make
lunch reserva:ons at a nearby ea:ng establishment for each event. This is a great opportunity to associate with your
RTO friends. But……
If you do not wish a lunch reserva1on for that event, please indicate this when you register!!!!
Ready? Here goes!
Thursday, May 17 - Lunch at Cowbell Brewery, Blyth
Farm Cheese, Cranbrook Acres Alpacas.
Meet at the Cowbell (Corner of Highway 4 and
County Road 25) for lunch reserva:ons and a selfguided tour at 11:00 AM. At about 1:00 PM, we will
drive to Blyth Farm Cheese to see them making their
own goat milk cheeses and then spend some :me in
their unique store, a haven for cheese lovers. At 2:00
PM, we will conclude our day with a visit to Cranbrook
Acres Alpacas, where you will have a chance to meet
these congenial animals and look at items made from
their special wool.
GPS Addresses: Cowbell Brewery – 40035 Blyth Rd., Blyth, N0M 1H0; Blyth Farm Cheese – 82521 Allboro Line, Blyth,
N0M 1H0; Cranbrook Acres Alpacas – 42692 Cranbrook Rd., Brussels, N0G 1H0.
Wednesday, June 13 – Lambton Heritage Museum, Grand Bend

At 10:00 AM, we will gather at the museum for a self-guided tour. (Your rebate is your admission fee; non-RTO
members pay their own way). Lunch to follow at Grog’s on Highway 21, south of the Bend.
GPS Addresses: Lambton Museum - 10035 Museum Rd., Grand Bend, N0M 1T0; Grog’s – 8604 Lakeshore Rd.,
Thedford, N0M 2N0.

Con:nued on page 10
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Tuesday, July 17 – Stramord An1ques Mall – Lunch at Demetre’s Family Eatery
I love seeing old things (being an old thing myself) and this mall, located
at the corner of Forest Road and Highway 7 at the east end of StraDord,
oﬀers an exci:ng bit of nostalgia as we see items from the past, now quite
valuable. All items on display are for sale.The only deﬁnite :me in the
whole day is 12:00 noon, when we lunch as a group at Demetre’s. Spend the
rest of the day in StraDord as you wish; there are so many things to do and
see in the Fes:val City!
GPS Addresses: Stramord An1ques Mall – 2977 Forest Rd., StraDord, N5A
6S5 (east end of StraDord on south side of Highway 7); Demetre’s Family
Eatery – 1100 Ontario St., StraDord, N5A 6W6 (east end of StraDord on
north side of Highway 7).
Tuesday, August 14 – A Day in Goderich
Come spend a day in Goderich and be amazed and enlightened! There are many exci:ng public buildings to see
in this town. I am sugges:ng that you take the en:re day and visit
any or all of these airac:ons: The Reuben Sallows Gallery in the
Goderich Public Library, the Huron County Museum, and the Huron
Historic Gaol. We visit each site at our own leisure, but we will
enjoy lunch together at 12 noon at Beach St. Sta:on Restaurant
down on the beach. Admission fee for the Gaol and Museum is $9
per person.
GPS Addresses: Huron County Museum – 110 North St., Goderich,
N7A 2T8; Huron Historic Gaol – 181 Victoria St. N, Goderich, N7A
2S9; Goderich Public Library – 52 Montreal St., Goderich, N7A 2S4;
Beach St. Sta1on – 2 Beach St., Goderich, N7A 4C7.
September and October Local Socials are s:ll in the planning stages. Full details in Summer’s Clean Slate.
Clare French
Leisure & Recrea:on

Branson, Missouri, and the Ozarks Bus Tour
November 14 – 20, 2018
It has been many years since District 9 members have been oﬀered a mul:-day bus trip. So, your Leisure and
Recrea:on Commiiee contacted Louise Bell, of Stonetown Travel, St. Marys, and asked her to look into what is
currently available. Louise suggested this excursion as being good value for the money, and the tour features several
shows at the many theatres in the Branson area. Branson rivals Nashville as a C&W showplace, and every theatre will
be featuring well-known and popular musical groups. Sure sounds like fun!
Louise has reserved 20 seats on the bus for members of RTO District 9 and their friends. If this travel event is one
you would like to experience, contact Louise at Stonetown Travel, 150 Queen St., St. Marys at 519-284-2332. A $300
deposit is required at registra:on for each seat; the balance is due 60 days before departure. Contact Louise for
further details. Look at the poster on the next page. Registra1on deadline is Wednesday, July 11/18.
Clare French
Leisure & Recrea:on
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7 DAYS
Patsy Cline, Acrobats of China, Clay Cooper Express-come experience the changes in Branson!!
MO8111

NOV 14 to NOV 20

Day 1 Southern Ontario to Portage, IN
Join our motor coach early this morning as we depart from Southern
Ontario and travel to the border where we cross into the United States.
Our destination today is Portage, where we spend our first overnight.
Day 2 Branson, MO
Our journey today takes us southwest through St. Louis to Springfield,
and then south to Branson, Missouri where we spend the next four
nights. (CB)
Day 3 Branson, MO
These days will be filled with excitement as we enjoy Branson and the
Ozark Mountain area. We have included admission to five music shows
during our stay, and have also allowed you free time to see more of your
favorite entertainers on your own.
Today begins with a tour of
“Branson’s strip” to orient you with the area. We will also take you to
the old town area, a quaint Ozark mountain community. This afternoon
we cruise on Tablerock Lake aboard the Showboat Branson Belle, for a
terrific lunch and new show! Tonight, be amazed at Clay Cooper’s
Country Express Show, entering his 31st year in Branson! (B,L)
Day 4 Branson, MO
Following a leisurely Breakfast, we head out for some shopping time or a
morning show of your own choosing. This afternoon we enjoy a tribute
to Patsy Cline. Dinner is included today after the show, and this evening
is free for you to choose a show of your choice. (CB,D)
Day 5 Branson, MO
Today we include the #1 Hits of the 60’s & 50’s show. A a non-stop,
high-energy party as we take you back to the days of the British Invasion,
Motown, California Surfin’ and the Age of Aquarius with over 90 songs,
100 costume changes and a very special tribute to our veterans. And yes
-- there may even be an Elvis sighting! Dinner included today. This
evening a finale to our Branson tour – the Acrobats of China! (B,D)
Day 6 Indianapolis, IN
Continental breakfast is included this morning prior to our departure
from Branson. We reboard our motorcoach once again and say farewell
to the Ozark region, with fond memories of all of the entertainers that
have performed for us in the last few days. From Branson we travel
northeast to St. Louis, Missouri where we cross the mighty Mississippi
River, then continue east through Illinois and Indiana. Our overnight
accommodations are in Indianapolis. (CB)

Cost includes
• Relaxing Motor Coach Transportation
• Six nights accommodation
• Taxes and US exchange
• Luggage handling – one per person
• 6 Breakfasts -combination of continental and full
• Lunch and Show aboard Showboat Branson Belle
• Reserved seat for Patsy Cline Remembered Show
• Reserved seat for the #1 Hits of the 50’s & 60’s
show
• Reserved seat for The Acrobats of China show
• Reserved seat for the Clay Cooper’s Country
Express Show
• Visit to Oldtown Branson
• 2 Dinners
• Services of a Hanover Holidays Tour Director
Rates CDN per person
Twin .......................................... $1549.00
Triple ......................................... $1409.00
Quad ......................................... $1319.00
Single.......................................... $2029.00
HST does not apply to this tour

Stonetown Travel Ltd.
150 Queen St.
St Marys, ON N4X 1B4

Day 7 Home
Today we travel north through Indiana into Michigan as we make our
way back to the border. Following time to shop Duty Free, we cross the
border back into Ontario. After clearing Canadian Customs, we return to
our joining points. We hope that you have enjoyed your tour with us to
Branson. (CB)

519-284-2332
or

877-301-2332

TICO #50010159

www.stonetowntravel.com
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RTO Charitable Founda1on
The RTO/ERO Charitable Founda:on con:nues its important work of funding research in
geriatrics and related issues. Obviously, meaningful research on aging will beneﬁt members of
District 9 and all seniors everywhere, as we con:nue to add miles to our physical and mental
bodies. Visit the RTO/ERO Founda:on website to learn more about dona:ng to this worthy
cause.
Because of substan:al dona:ons to the Founda:on len in
the improvised basket at last October’s AGM, your District 9
Execu:ve Board has decided to have a special dona:on box
prominently displayed at all future general mee:ngs. All monies collected in that
box will be forwarded to the Founda:on by our District Treasurer. Past dona:ons
have always been acknowledged with a sincere note of thanks from the
Founda:on’s Board of Directors.
Clare French
District 9 Founda:on Rep.

Teachers’ Boxes 2018
I have had surgeries to replace both knees since the Fall General Mee:ng so our
RTO project has not really been my number one priority, but with the approach of
Spring I am gexng anxious to plan how our ini:a:ve will look in 2018. To that end I am
mee:ng with the Board of Directors and other major contributors and supporters of
Change Her World on March 3rd. The purpose of this mee:ng is to evaluate their past
and current program and to determine priori:es for this year and beyond. I expect to
come away from this mee:ng with a list of the needed learning materials and
classroom supplies we can provide for them and the proposed :me of shipments so
that we can prepare our contribu:ons in a :mely manner. I am apprecia:ve of the
opportunity to be included in this planning as I feel it enables us to make the best use
of our funds in mee:ng the needs of the students and teachers in Malawi.
I will outline the details of this year’s plans at the Spring General Mee:ng. Please remember
to save and bring the boile caps from water boiles, cream, milk and juice cartons, and
salad dressing or peanut buier. If you need a template of the lid sizes email me at
pevers7@gmail.com and I will send you that. We are also s:ll collec:ng reusable plas:c
and cloth shopping bags to send with our shipment, so bring any of those you wish to
donate. Lastly, the students in Malawi use pens rather than pencils so pens are always
needed.
Thank you again for your interest and par:cipa:on in this eﬀort.
Pat Evers
Member of RTO-ERO District 9
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Humour Corner
Puns for Educated Minds
1.
The faiest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.
He acquired his size from too much pi.
2.
I thought I saw an eye-doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an op:cal Aleu:an.
3.
She was only a whisky-maker, but he loved her s:ll.
4.
A rubber-band pistol was conﬁscated from an algebra class, because it was a weapon of math disrup:on.
5.
No maier how much you push the envelope,
it'll s:ll be sta:onery.
6.
A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for liiering.
7.
A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum Blownapart.
8.
Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a :e.
9.
If you jumped oﬀ the bridge in Paris,
you'd be in Seine.
10.
Time ﬂies like an arrow. Fruit ﬂies like a banana.
11.
Atheism is a non-prophet organiza:on.
12.
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the other:
'You stay here; I'll go on a head.'
13.
I wondered why the baseball kept gexng bigger. Then it hit me.
14.
A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said:
‘Keep oﬀ the Grass’.
15.
The midget fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large.
16.
Two ﬁsh swim into a concrete wall.
One turns to the other and says, 'Dam!'
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District 9 Membership Report
We appreciate your contact informa:on updates which are vital to District planning and to keeping our members
well informed. Remember RTO-ERO can’t accept any informa:on changes from a third party, so please send that
directly to Diane Vezeau (dvezeau@rto-ero.org or 1-800-361-9888) at the RTO-ERO Provincial Oﬃce. Our local
president and I receive monthly updates of members’ informa:on so no need to send it to us as well.
If you know someone who’d like to join RTO or to enrol in the health plan, poten:al members can ﬁnd the
membership form and peruse the health plan comparison chart on the provincial website, www.rto-ero.org under
the tabs ”Join Us” and “Our Health Plans”. It’s a straight forward process and any ques:ons are quickly answered
either by provincial oﬃce or Johnson Insurance at: 1-877-406-9007 or healthbeneﬁts@johnson.ca or
www.johnson.ca/rto-ero.
Dixie Lee Arbuckle
Membership Chair

Do We Have Your Email Address?
Occasionally, items of interest need to be shared with District 9
members, and we can’t wait un1l the next issue of “Clean Slate”
comes out. Email is our preferred tool.
If you haven’t already sent Beth HazliM, District 9’s email captain, your
email address, she would appreciate it for her data bank. This is not
shared with anyone - District 9 use only!
If your email address is changed, please advise Beth accordingly, to
keep her informa1on current and up-to-date. Captain Beth may be
contacted at rtodistrict9@gmail.com.

